

(Unchanged) The method of Claim 1, wherein the first and second 
Hcenses each share a unique identifi^to associate the first and second Ucenses with the 
first computer. 



3. (AmendedCithp^ethod of Claim 1 , further comprising digitally signing 
the first and second hcep^s. 



4. (Amended) The mei 
computer the second license fiarther 



J he 



lod of Claim 1 , wherein obtaining fi'om the second 
comprises: 
connecting to the second cor iputer, 
providing the second computer with at least a portion of the first license, and 
exchanging the first license for the /second license. 

5. (Amended) The niethod of Claim 4, wherein connecting to the second 
computer comprises connecting tp the second computer via a communications network. 



6. (Unchanged) Th^e method of Claim 5, wherein the communications 
network is the internet. 



7. (Amended) The method of Claim 5, wherein exchanging the first license 
for the second license includes formatting data fi-om the first license according to a set of 
text processing rules and transmitting the formatted data using a text transfer protocol. 
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8. (Twice Amended) The method ofjZlaim 2, wherein replacing the first 
Hcense with the second license further comprises: 

ientifi 



m the second license to the unique identifier of the 
occurs, discarding the second license without replacing 



matching the uni 
first license, and if no 
the first license, and 

authenticating the digital signature of the second license, and if authentication 
fails, di^arding the second license without replacing the first license. 



9. (Unchanged) The niethod of Claim 1, fiirther comprising verifying 
whether the replaced license is valip, including determining whether the replaced license 
has expired. 



10. (Amended) The method of Claim 3, wherein digitally signing the first and 
second licenses includes applying a message digest algorithm to a portion of the license 
not including a length of the license or the digital signature, resulting in a message digest, 
the message digest being furth^ encrypted with a binary key extracted firom the unique 
identifier. 




(Twice Amended) An artK^^e of manufacture comprising: 
a machine-accessible mediurn including thereon sequences of instructions that, 
when executed, cause an electronic system to: 
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generate, on a first computer, a first license foi>goftware installed on the first 
computer, the first license valid for a first pred^tOTnined period of time stored on the first 
computer; 

generate, on a second con^tater, a second license for the installed sofl:ware, the 
second license valid for a S9rond predetermined period of time stored on the second 
computer; 

obtain frofn the second computer the second license; and 
repj^e the first license with the second license. 

(Unchanged) The computer-readable medium of Claim 13, wherein the 
first and second licenses each share a unique identifier to associate the first and second 
licenses with the first computer. 



26. (Amended) Thg,^4iele<ifj<ianufacture of Claim 13, wherein the machine- 
accessible medium further compri^^seq)iences of instructions that, when executed, 
cause the electronic system tc 

digitally sign the^rst and second licenses. 



21. (Amended) The ^icle of manufacture of Claim 13, wherein the 
sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the electronic system to obtain fi*om 
the second computer the secondj license fiirther comprises sequences of instructions that, 
when executed, cause the electronic system to: 
connect to the second aomputer; 
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provide the second computer 
exchange the first license for 



with at 



least a portion of the first license; and 



he second license. 



28. (Amended) The artidle of manufacture of Claim 27, wherein the 
sequences of instructions that, when! executed, cause the electronic system to connect to 
y the second computer comprise sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the 



electronic system to connect to the second computer via a communications network. 

b / 

29. (Amended) The anticle of manufacture of Claim 28, wherein the 
sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the electronic system to connect to 
the second computer via the conitnunications network comprise sequences of instructions 
that, when executed, cause the e/ectronic system to connect to the second computer via 
the internet. 

r 

30. (Amended) The article of manufacture of Claim 25, wh^ein the 
sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the electromc system to replace the 
first license with the second license further comprise sequ^^rces of instructions that, when 
executed, cause the electronic system to: 

match the unique identifier of the secopd^license to the unique identifier of the 
first license, and if no match oc^l^rs, t\;discard the second license without replacing the 
first license, and 

authenticate the distal signpture of the second license, and if authentication fails, 
to discard the seemed license without replacing the first license. 
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3 1 . (Amended) The article of manufacture of Claim 1 3, wherdn the machine- 
accessible medium further comprises sequences of instructions that/f^men executed, 
cause the electronic system to verify whether the replaced li^^e is valid, including 
determining whether the replaced license has expired^ 

32. (Amended) The article^ manufacture of Claim 26 wherein the sequences 
of instructions that, when execut^, cause the electronic system to digitally sign the first 
and second licenses includes sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause the 
electronic system te^pply a message digest algorithm to a portion of the license not 
including a l^figth of the license or the digital signature, resulting in a message digest, the 
message digest being further encrypted with a binary key extracted firom the unique 
id^tifier. 

1^ 23. (New) The method of claim 1, further cop^prising: 

selectively refi-eshing the second license pript^ to expiration of the second 
predetermined period of time. 

34. (New) The article 0/ manufacture of claim 13, wherein the machine- 
accessible medium further cpmprises sequences of instructions that, when executed, 
cause the electronic sygfem to: 

selectively refresh the second license prior to expiration of the second 
predeterrnined period of time. 
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